Manchester Feminist Theory Network

Feminism and the Question of Rape

Speakers:

Joanna Bourke (Birkbeck College, University of London) 
Tanya Horeck (Anglia Ruskin University) 
Nayanika Mookherjee (Lancaster University) 
Although rape remains a pressing and statistically stark question for feminism, it is no longer appears simply a question of male power and sexuality, but a question rendered complex by culture, history, theory, representation and wider structures of violence.  Taking up this increasingly fraught and yet ever urgent question, the speakers gathered for this colloquium seek to address the contemporary challenge posed by our knowledge of the reality of rape. Importantly, though, and by virtue of its interdisciplinarity, the colloquium will underscore the methodological issues facing a feminist politics of sexual violence. At stake, then, is the power of asking questions, when asking the right question is less an issue than of how to ask the question. Thus the aim of this colloquium is not to repeat the question of rape, not to return to the question of rape as such, but to ask it anew as a feminist question, so that it might be heard with all possibilities still open to it and with all the risk that it might sound, if heard impatiently, idle and obvious. In short, the ambition of this colloquium is to renew both feminism and rape as a question for each. 
Date: Wednesday 16th September 2009, 2-5pm
Place: AH 012, Ground Floor Lecture Theatre, Aldephi House, University of Salford 

All are welcome.

Organiser: Jane Kilby (j.e.kilby@salford.ac.uk)
