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m.m#y... nues to Defend Sikh’s Rights to Practice Their

2. At i i \ .
the time, however, his death was not news; no photos of this turbaned Sikh man

WMQMMMM&OH“MM MMﬂHMﬁMN MM in bmmonmw%mnﬂ media; the New York Times nmﬁow.nm&
comment. He remained 1

to the mm.o.a of community-based onmﬁmmmmoﬁ émHMMMmQWMMmMMmM hbm o Q@m .
persed. His ﬂ.ciomb‘ of course, rendered him largely unimportant as m mmnw i
voﬁ-w\ 11 racial backlash. Sodhi’s brother, Lakwinder, publicly stated ..wmﬁmﬁﬂ&om
M.MMMn wEmM because wm Fm turban and beard.” When asked by reporters ...5% EHHM omd.”.
- BM m%oww ?Hnﬂomumw. .hmr«&b&ﬂ. Sodhi angrily responded, “Why are you me..

g at?’ We are Americans also.” Sodhi’s killing prompted a phone call from
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Indian Prime Minster Atal Bihari Vajpayee to G. W.'Bush to “ensure the safety of -
Sikhs living in the U.8.": CNN.com, “Hate Crimes.” Investigative reporting details

. the movement of white supremecist groups into the Valley, the area where Sodhiwas

shot, a year prior to his death. Hate crimes in this region continue to escalate. Less
than a year later, on August 4, 2002, Sukhpal Singh, another brother of Balbir Singh
Sodhi, and a turbaned taxi driver in San Francisco, was also shot and killed while on
the job; Hanashixo, “Hate Crimes.” Few know of the double deaths of these brothers,
By the time of the second incident, hate crimes against turbaned Sikh men, the
misrecognized/mistaken terrorist, had been neutralized and absorbed into the me-
dia sensationalism surrounding 9/11. For the responses of advocacy groups, see Sikh
Mediawatch and Resource Task Force, “Multi-Jurisdiction Meeting”; and C. Leo-
nard et al., “Sikhs Voice Outrage.”

Scott Thomsen, “Arizona Man.” Roque also stated, “I'm a patriot. . .. I'ma damn
American all the way,” according to Goodstein and Lewin, “Victims of Mistaken
Identity.” In 2003, Roque was found guilty of murdering Sodhi and received the

_ death penalty. He was also found guilty on charges of drive-by shooting, attempted

first-degree murder, and endangerment and received an additional thirty-six years.
Tn response to the judge asking if he had any comment, Roque stated, “Just that I'm
sorry that all this happened”; Associated Press, “Man Sentenced to Death.”
The Gssa of Bridgewater, New Jersey, produced a series of public materials after the
events of September 11. On September 14, 2001, they issued a press release that
condemned the attacks and Osama bin Laden. In response to media coverage of bin
Laden and the Taliban, they E,m.ﬁmn. “What is unfortupate is that the images of the
likely perpetrators have made suspects and victims of $ikh communities. . . . In the
days following the attack, anti-Arab, anti-Muslim, and anti-Sikh sentiments have
steadily mw,o?b... They call for “the media, public advocates and politicians . . . to be
careful and accurate about the distinctions between various religious, national, and
ethnic affiliations that are implicated in rhetoric about who is responsible for the
bombings.” The press release was followed by fliers, including one titled “Our Fel-
low Americans and President Bush need our support to win the war against terror-
jsm.” an informational flier stating “SIKHS ARE FROM INDIA and have NO relation
at all to OSAMA BIN LADEN or the TALIBAN,” and a final flier that states “Sikhs are
not Muslims.” Despite the general opposition to hate crimes, GssA materials clearly
are invested in distancing Sikhs from Muslims and presenting them as deeply patri-
otic. The materials do not push for an analysis that acknowledges that one cannot
assume a person's political allegiances based on characteristics such as religion,
national, and ethnic identities. See Garden State Sikh Association, “Press Release™;
“Our Fellow Americans and President Bush”; “Post-September 11th Elier”; “Flier:
Sikhs Are Not Muskims.”
The Sikh Mediawatch and Resource Task Force {sMART) responded with a press
release, “Sikh Americans Denounce the Terrorist Attack, Ask Americans to Unite.”
Sikhs held vigils to motrn 9/11 in conjunction with the pogroms of 1084; United
$ikhs in Service of America held a candlelight vigil in-memory of the 1984 pogroms
" and September 11 on Saturday, December 8, 2001, in Madison Square Park; Sikh
Coalition, “Please Participate.” On uniting with Americans under the rubric of “vic-
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