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"Would I had him with me always": Sexuality and affects of longing in early Artificial Intelligence (AI).

Abstract: This paper is an extract from a larger project on affect and the early history of AI.  While the computational sciences seem to be the very embodiment of emotional disinterest, examination of archival materials from the 1940s and 1950s shows that the affects (particularly as they circulate between men) have been an important part of innovation in AI from the beginning. The project seeks to extend contemporary interest in affect theory to scientific and technological domains. This paper looks at one small facet of that history: the currents of affective and sexual interests in and around Walter Pitts, one of the important, eccentric, and little-written about founders of AI.

A paper on Emotion, Space & Society relating to this workshop is available from Tracey Fallon (tracey.fallon@mancheser.ac.uk)

