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This workshop will focus on the collection and analysis of personal (ego-centered) networks.  Egonet is a Java program freely available at www.sourceforge.net that is both a questionnaire authoring program for the collection of personal networks and an analysis and exporting program to other software such as SPSS and UCINET.  

In this workshop we will go over the principles of designing a personal network study, including ego questions, name generators, name interpreters and alter-alter tie evaluation.  We will cover the analysis of personal network composition and structure in statistical packages as well as the use of personal network visualization as an interviewing tool.  

McCarty will illustrate these points with data from his work and that of his colleagues, as well as some classic studies from the network literature.  McCarty will introduce a new feature of Egonet that allows personal networks to be combined into a whole network for analysis and export.  He will also introduce a new program called Egoweb that is currently being beta tested, as well as a separate program called Vennmaker that uses a visual interface for the collection and analysis of personal networks.  

All participants should have a laptop with a current version of Java loaded.  Java is available for free at www.java.com.  Egonet, Egoweb and an introductory version of Vennmaker will be provided.

